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Prevent  
Stormwater  
Pollution: 
Working With Concrete 

For Your Information! 
 

Three Pol lutants Associated with  
Construct ion Activi t ies 

 
1 .  Sediment is a common component of     
stormwater, and can be a pollutant. Sediment 
can be detrimental to aquatic life (primary      
producers, benthic invertebrates, and fish) by 
interfering with photosynthesis, respiration, 
growth, reproduction, and oxygen exchange in 
water bodies. Sediment can transport other   
pollutants that are attached to it including nutri-
ents, trace metals, and hydrocarbons. Sedi-
ment is the primary component of total sus-
pended solids (TSS), a common water quality 
analytical parameter. 
 
2.  Gross Pollutants (trash, debris, and          
floatables) may include heavy metals, pesti-
cides, and bacteria in stormwater. Typically 
resulting from an urban environment, industrial 
sites and construction sites, trash and float-
ables may   create an aesthetic “eye sore” in 
waterways. Gross pollutants also include plant 
debris (such as leaves and lawn-clippings from 
landscape maintenance), animal excrement, 
street litter, and other organic matter. Such 
substances may harbor bacteria, viruses, vec-
tors, and depress the dissolved oxygen levels 
in streams, lakes, and estuaries sometimes 
causing fish kills. 
 
3. Oil and grease includes a wide array of hy-
drocarbon compounds, some of which are 
toxic to aquatic organisms at low concentra-
tions. Sources of oil and grease include leak-
age, spills, cleaning and sloughing associated 
with vehicle and equipment engines and sus-
pensions, leaking and breaks in hydraulic sys-
tems, restaurants and waste oil disposal. 

Source: CASQA 



Prevent Stormwater Pollution 
Protecting tomorrow starts today 

In compliance with the NPDES Phase II permit, the City of Yuba City is 

working hard to let everyone know what they can do to help. The problem 

is simple: anything that goes down the storm drain ends up in our local 

waterways, including the Feather River. It is our goal to eliminate all    

potentially harmful discharges to the storm drains to protect our           

environment and natural wildlife for future generations. 

EASY TIPS TO DO YOUR PART: 
• All actions should ensure that sand, concrete, grout and silt do not enter the storm drain. 
• Do not mix more fresh concrete or cement than you need for each project. 
• If rain is predicted, cover asphalt-mixing equipment with tarps or a simple structure to avoid rain contact. 
• Cover and protect bags of cement and plaster after they have been opened. Be sure to keep wind-blown cement 

powder away from gutters, storm drains, rainfall, and runoff. 
• Wash down exposed aggregate concrete and equipment only when wash water can flow onto a dirt area, or be 

collected, pumped, and disposed of properly to a process water treatment system. Make sure runoff does not 
reach gutters or storm drains. 

• Properly contain and collect any discarded concrete slurry. 
• Never wash excess material from bricklaying or patio or driveway construction into a 
street or storm drain. Empty mixing container onto a dirt area, or allow material to dry 
and put in trash. 
• Dispose of small amounts of excess dry concrete, grout, and mortar in the trash. 
Call your local refuse hauler for weight and size limits. 
• Collect and reuse excess abrasive gravel and sand. Recycle broken concrete and 
asphalt. 
• Never hose down driveways, sidewalks, or streets. Dry sweep or shovel and collect 
for proper disposal instead. 
 

Source: www.flowstobay.org 

CONTACT US 
If you have further questions about 

the Stormwater Management   
Program or would like further   

information, please contact us  
using the information provided 

below. 
 

City of Yuba City 
Department of Public Works 

Stormwater Management Program 
1201 Civic Center Blvd. 

Yuba City, CA 95993 
(530) 822-3288 

(530) 822-4694 (fax) 
 

www.yubacity.net/stormwater 

Stormwater Management 
for Working With Concrete 


